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Dollar Long Bell Lumber Co. 1001 at Tennant, Calif. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This issue marks the finish of Nine years of publication 
for The Western Railroader. This publication started in 
1957 by Jack Gibson, John Carrick and the late Bill Darrough, 
has always had "For the Western Railfan" in its masthead. We 
will always keep that as our moto, 

Cleaning up Velume Nine we must give credit for Hammond 
Redwood story in our July issue to Stan Borden. A longtime 
resident of the Redwood Empire, Stan is at present working for 
the NeWePe- Incidentally, Stan has written a fine history 
of the Northwestern Pacific which will probably be our next 
gupecial issue. 

Some additional facts about the Hammond Redwood Company 
are furnished by Doug Richter: 


1 2-T Shay 12x12 26 50 -ton33000 200 Lima 1907 1952 
2 2-T Shay 12x12 36 50--ton 25850 200 Lima 1916 2636 
Number 7 was originally Colorado Midland 36, then California 
western 36, then Little River Redwood 7, then Hammond 7, and 
was scrapped by the Breedon Iron Works, Eureka. 

Oregon & Eureka 7 was built by: Pittsburgh. 


We are pleased to report that Special Issue #l--Railroads 
& Steamers cf Lake Tahoe--has finally gone into the black. 
The road is now clear for our next special which will be a 
history of the NeWePe 

The inquiry about the narrow gauge Alaska Railroad 
engine was answered by Paul Darrell as being off of the former 
Tanana Valley Railroad between Fairbanks and Chatanika which 
was later operated as a branch of the Alaska Railroad until 
1930. See roster in RAILROAD MAGAZINE 9f August, 1939. 

Paul also included a lesson in Spanish which resulted 
in the conclusion that "Central Sanalona, g.A.e" was the 
"Sanalona Sugar Coe, Ince". 


WRECKS OF THE MONTH 

Municipal Railway, September 19, "K" car #83, ran into 
the rear of "L" car #1003. The latter car, a PCC, came off 
much better than the old semi-steel car. . 

Northwestern Pacific, September 30, N.W.P. 114, 4-6-0, 
on a work train and SeP. 2801, 2-8-0, on the local freight 
meet on a curve a mile north of Dos Rios when the local over 
looked a wait at Dos Rios. 

Key System, October 5, Bridge unit 179 split a switch 
on the B line and hit unit 177. 


KEY SYSTEM CONVERTS 6 AND K LINES 
The Number 6 and Letter K street car lines were converted 

to bus operation September 30th by the Key System. Higher 
fares for the East Bay have been approved by the Railroad 
Commission---107, 4 for 35¢, transbay 25g. Key System has 
ordered two transbay units rumored £m eight cars long--at 
least ought to be for the price quoted. Rehabilitation of 
the present units has been announced for the near future. 
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My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of Fred A. Stindt 
tion 
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"My favorite railphoto is not a true railphoto, but this 
picture, taken from the deck of the Southern Pacific ferry 
former § Eureka, shows the tugboat "W.B. Storey" of the Atchison, 
ty fopeka & Santa Fe towing car barge number 5 on San Francisco 

Bay. 
4 "The car barge has three tracks each capable of holding 
ad. five freight cars. 

"Zarly morning trips on the Southern Pacific ferries 
between Oakland Pier and San Francisco can yield interesting 
photos of freight cars crossing the bay. 

"one of these days I'd like to ride in the tower cab of 
the car barge." -- Donald M-. Gunn 





nto 
* Interesting highlight of the recent hearings on a second 


bridge between San Francisco and the East Bay was the stand 
3-0, taken by the major railroads that they did not recomend the 
ht facilities for bringing trains across the bay into San Pran- 
over 9 cisco as urged by the business leaders of San Francisco. The 
railroads stated that they did not wish to assume the cost of 
Ech these added facilities prefering to use the car barges for 
freight and busses over the bridge for passengers. It is 
generally understood that the Southern Pacific may soon seek 
to abandon its ferry service and transfer passengers at an 
snlarged Sixteenth Street Depot in Oakland. 





verted 

pher Your editor would like to refer executives of the major 
0. railroads to the plan of R.- S. Chew on page # which provides 
has for the use of the East Bay terminal for bridge trains to 

at connect with main line trains. Even at present two tracks 


in the terminal are available for such service which would 

be the most economical method of transporting the large 

mmbers of passengers in view of existing facilities. 
Francis Guido 
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“On Railroads, and Stuff” will be a 
regular feature of the Western Railroader, 
and from time to time I will attempt to 
bring you histories and notes that I have 
collected on short roads in California. 
While I am far from being a final authority 
on California short line history any queries 
that readers might have on that subject 
will be welcomed, and will be answered if 
at all possible. 


To get the drag rolling out of the yards 
for this month I have referred to a few of 
my old notebooks for references and infor- 
mation on the California Barrel Co., which 
is a good illustration of the passing small 
lumber company railroad. This company 
began its rail operations in 1916. Its mill 
was at Arcata, Humboldt County, Califor- 
nia, and the railroad started at Essex, a 
station on the Arcata & Mad River Rail- 
road. 


The line's entire motive power consist- 
ed of a tiny Shay with a huge balloon stack. 
The engine was built by Lima (No. 2740) 
in 1914 for the Golden State Portland Ce- 
ment Co.* She was found to be too light 
for the service required and was returned 
to Lima where the California Barrel Co. 
bought her. An interesting feature was the 
engine’s hand-hewn pilot beam which re- 
placed the original one. 


Operations out of Essex continued until 
1927 when the timber supply was exhausted. 
The company then picked up the railroad 
and moved it to North Fork Camp, located 
on a line of the Northern Redwood Co.'s 
railroad, which ran up the south fork of 
the North Fork of the Mad River. Deep in 
the canyon a rough cut mill was built over 
the creek bed. 


To reach the timber supply on the 
south ridge a 6,000 foot long incline was 
built. This 50% grade crossed the Arcata- 
Redding Highway on a trestle. At the bot- 
tom was a switch, by which cars could be 
lowered into the mill or alongside the mill- 
pond. In the operation of this incline the 
company never lost a load, although oc- 
casionally it was necessary to dump one due 
to derailments. Approximately one hun- 
dred million board feet of timber came 
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On Railroads, and Stuff .. . 


down during the first five years of operation 
with only five derailments. 

At the top of the incline were two lines, 
both operated with the little One-spot. The 
“T” line, or lateral, was 2% miles long, 
and the “B” line one mile. 

In 1932 the lines closed down while the 
company logged with trucks at Finkle Hill. 
During this time the engine was stored at 
the top of the incline. In 1936 rail opera- 
tion was resumed, but the company soon 
found that the rail-incline-truck haul to 
Arcata was too costly. So, in July of 1938 
the little 28-ton side-winder was eased 
down the incline to the millsite and stored 
in a shed. 

Three years later, in 1941, the scrapper 
moved in and the California Barrel Co.'s 
railroad was no more. 

Jack Gibson 


* The Golden State Portland Cement Co., 
located at Oro Grande, California, was ac- 
quired by the Riverside Portland Cement 
Co. on June 1, 1923. 





Michigan-California Lbr. Co. 


Michigan-California Lumber Co., Ca- 
mino and Pino Grande, Calif., has been 
doing some logging with trucks this year. 
Rail operations from Pino Grande to Ca- 
mino, including their famous cable line 
over the American River canyon, have 
been operating on a full schedule, but the 
line out to Camp 15 has seen light traffic. 
Most hauling on this line was in reverse, 
the company taking log trains out into the 
woods where they are placed in storage at 
Camp 10 until such time as the mill pond 
would begin to empty, when they will be 
brought in again. The arrangement, we 
were given to understand, is only tempor- 
ary, and the rail line out to the woods may 
be in operation again by now. 


Medford Corporation 


The Medford Corporation, Oregon, 
recently acquired Consolidated Timber 
number 2, a 2-8-2T. The corporation has 
removed the tank and equipped the engine 
with a tender. It is now in service. 
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—Photo from California Railphotos 


Longview, Portland & Northern 1401 is too heavy for Long Bell’s rail 
operations out of Tennant, and will presumably be sold. 


Long Bell Acquires Second 
Locomotive From LP&N 


Long Bell’s California operations at 
Weed acquired the Longview, Portland & 
Northern No. 1401 during the month of 
August from the company’s operations at 
Longview. Previously the No. 1001 had 
joined the roster at Tennant. 

The 1401 is a 2-8-2 built by the Rich- 
mond shops of Alco in 1926, bearing build- 
er's number 66920. The engine is too 
heavy for their operations out of Tennant 
and in all probability will be put up for 
sale soon. It is nine tons heavier on the 
drivers than the 3296 (ex SP 3296) and 
the latter engine has been turning over 
worn rail out in the woods all too fre- 
quently. 

The 1001 came from the Longview op- 
erations last year and is a Baldwin 2-6-6-2 
compound, built in 1924. Builder’s num- 
ber is 57598. 

Long Bell has retired No. 4, a 2-6-2 built 
by Baldwin in 1907, and she is now up 
for sale. 


FGS (Hilt Operations) 


Hilt operation of the Fruit Growers 
Supply is still receiving their logs via the 
SP. This operation, until recently, owned 
three engines, the 3, a three-truck Climax 
built in 1907, out of service; 4 and 5, both 
three-truck Shays. A recent field trip there 
showed that the 3 and 4 were in service, 
but that the 5 had disappeared. No one 
was present to learn of its whereabouts. 
The Western Railroader © Page Five 


Yreka Western 


Yreka Western 7 and 8, ex-State Belt 
switchers 7 and 8, have been completely 
overhauled and are now doing the chores 
on that road. No. 94, three-truck Shay, ex- 
Long Bell 94, is out of service. Number 9, 
ex McCloud River 2-6-2, was sold a few 
years ago to the Amador Central for parts 
where she was scrapped when that road re- 
ceived its new diesel power last year. Also 
scrapped on the Amador Central were the 
5, 4-6-0 ex SP 2023, and the 6, 2-6-2 ex 
Klamath Lake RR number |. The 7, 2-6-2 
ex McCloud River 8, is being kept for a 
standby. 


McCloud River Railroad 


Railroad operations on the McCloud 
River Railroad are at the lowest point they 
have been in years. The company is log- 
ging alternate tracts of land, close to the 
mill, with trucks, so only main line traffic 
is running to connections with the South- 
ern Pacific and Great Northern. Full rail 
operations will be resumed shortly, how- 
ever. 


I. E. James Scrapped 


Word has just been received as we pre- 
pare to go to press that the I. E. James, ex 
Virginia & Truckee 9 and a mate to the 
J. W. Bowker, has been scrapped recently 
at Decotd, California, where she had been 
shedded for a number of years by Willett 
& Burr, contractors. 








OLD RAILROAD 
ASKS TO QUIT 
TONOPAH LINE 


Company Operating 
At Loss Now, 


Is Claim 


For the second time in three 
years, the historic Tonopah & 
Goldfield Railroad has asked the 
interstate commerce commission 
for authority to abandon its 97 
miles of line from Mina to Gold- 
field. 


The application was filed with | 














the ICC in Washington yesterday, 
the United Press reported. The 
application said the line is oper-| 
ating at a deficit and there is no| 
“economic justification” for con- 
tinuing it. 

The application followed an ap- 
plication filed in March with the 
Nevada public service commission 
in which the railroad sought to 
curtail service. 

The company at that time asked 
for authority to discontinue me 
senger service except for troops, | 
elimination of pick-up and deliv- 
ery service on less-than-carload 
freight, and to discontinue sched- 
uled freight service, replacing that 
service with non-scheduled runs. 

In 1943, the T & G tried to dis- 
continue its service, but the plans 
Were halted by the army on 
grounds the service was needed 
for the Tonopah army air base. 
During the war years when the 
Tonopah base was at its peak of 
operation, the railroad did a rush- 
ing business. This has dropped to 
practically nothing now, it is con- 
tended, since the Tonopah base is 
deactivated. 

Since it was constructed in 
1905, the road has had an up-and- 
down history. It was a veritable 
mint during the early days of 
Tonopah, as all the heavy mining 
-machinery was hauled on it. At 
one time, the road connected with 
the Tonopah Tidewater and ran 
as far as Las Vegas. The T & T 
was abandoned several years ago. 

In 1942, the T & G was sold 
to a firm headed by Louis Dulien 


Plans for $1,500,000 in improve- 
ments to modernize the San 
Prancisco to San Mateo street 
car line were announced today 
by H. J. Turner, public utilities 


r for the City of San 
Frandlsco. 

Turner said the entire road- 
bed will be rebuilt to hold rapid 
transit cars and that the line 
will be re-routed along Alemany 
Bivd., thence to Market St. 

He declared, however, that San 

cisco’s own surface 


Mateo will 
wait until the lines inside the 
city are improved first. 
“The San Mateo by ny ny 
are on paper, and we hope 
t to them soon,” he told mem- 
rs of the San Mateo Rota 


ry 
Club, meeti at Benjamin 








of Seattle. On several occasions, 


the firm announced intentions of | 


investigating the feasibility of re- 
building the Las Vegas section of 
the road. E 

Prior to its sale to the Dulien 
interests, a number of stockhold- 
ers filed suit in federal court ask- 
ing for appointment of a receiver 
to liquidate the system. The suit 
was not successful. 

The road figured im publicity 
for several years when it filed 





guit.after extensive litigation. 
The Western Railroader @ 


Franklin Hotel yesterday. 





ation problem his “toughest 
and said 





§..F. Plans Modernization 
Of Interurban Transit Line 


He termed the city’s trans + 
ob” 
that subways were the 


ony answer providing the 
Prney are luxury 
and very costly,” he concluded. 


wanted to pay for them. 


tion 


Vance Mape was program 


chairman. 


~----Advertisement---- 


Wanted: Photographs 
of circus railroad 
equipment. will buy 


or trade railroad or 
circus views. FeAe 
Guido, Pe O« Box 668 
San Mateo, California 


On Railroads, and Stuff... 


SACRAMENTO CITY LINES has been give the o.k. 
to abandon all remaining street car lines by 


October 14th. -- Harrison 
STOCKTON TERMINAL & EASTERN #1, an ancient 
4-4-0, is at the Western Pacific shops for 


overhaul. -- Harrison 
SALT LAKE & UTAH electric freight motor #106 
is now at the Preston shops of the Lake Erie 


& Northern-Grand River Railways. - Thickens 


SAN DIEGO & ARIZONA EASTERN has switched back 
the tanks on their #50, 2-8-0, and NeWeP #228 


0-6-0, so that the names are corrent. 


SUMPTER VALLEY RAILWAY has shipped several of 
its narrow gauge flats through San Diego en- 


route the Pacific Portland Cement Co. line at 


Plaster city, Calif. 


-- Middlebrook 


LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES has issued a new 
token to replace the LARY token now in usé. 
YOSEMITE VALLEY RY passenger coach #35035 was 
seen in the Barstow yards of the Santa Fe 
last month. -- Jack Whitmeyer 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC has been using two old 


Southern Pacific 4-6-0's on its northern 
division passenger runs. Numbers 2174 and 


2289 are heading the passenger trains which 
as two ceaches and four 


have been as high 


pullman in addition to the usually heavy 
express loadse -- Borden 
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SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA, 








IN ITS FINAL resting place on St. Vincent ground), purchased the caboose and the con- 
Avenue is this historic caboose. It is a part of tractor dismantling the line threw in 40 feet of 
the rolling stock of the now defunct Yosemite rails. The caboose, repainted inside and out, 
Valley Railroad, which a young enthusiast, will become a museum of pictures and relics of 
John McFadden, tried unsuccessfully to rescue the old rail line. It is located on property 
from destruction. L. A. Bartholomew, secre- owned by the local model railroad club.—News- 
















tary of the Channel Railroad Club (in fore- Press photo. 


RAILROAD NEWS REPORTS 


SANTA FE PUTS HUDSONS ON VALLEY RUNS 

The Santa Fe has put 4-6-4 Hudson type locomotives on its 
overland steam trains operating out of Oakland. These are 
the first of their type in regular service in the Bay area. 
Four of these good looking engines are in service: 3453, 5454, 
5459 and one other. They have disk drivers and very large 
tenders. They handle the ten to twelve car trains over the 
Terminal and Valley Divisions in good shape. The 3440-serigs 
are now in fast freight service and the 3400 (disk-drivers) 
is reserve passenger engine at Richmond. Engines of the 3700 
Class 4-8-4's are now in freight service south of Riverbank 
and will soon go into passencer service out of Oakland when 
track work is completed. == Phil Johnson 








SOUTHERN PACIFIC ROUTED OVER SISKIOU LINE 
A cave-in at the Doris tunnel on the Cascade line during 
July necessitated rerouting over the old §iskiou of passenger 
service between Oregon and California. Passenger trains 
between Black Butte and Ashland were handled by 2-10-2's of 
the 3600 and 3700 classes. Rebuilding of the Siskiou line 
for future main line passenger service is being rumored, 
-- Phil Johnson 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO NEWS 
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UNDER AND OVER.—Above is a map showing R. S. Chew's plan for rapid transit permitting travel 
from the East Bay to San Mateo without changing cars, and setting up a bus, subway and helicopter 
terminal in Sen Francisco. Key System trains from East Bay would go to the terminal on the south 
side of Telegraph Hill. Key trains would continue past the present terminal on an elevated railway to the 
new terminal, while the present terminal would serve as a Union Depot. At the new terminal, a subway 
would go out Grant-av to Market-st and out Market to Dolores-st to be diverted three ways. Peninsula 
service could follow the old Southern Pacific right of way to San Mateo or the present No. 40 Municipal 
rail line. A second subway would branch off Market-st down Duboce to connect with the Duboce tun- 
nel, and a third would go to the Twin Peaks tunnel, 


LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION 


The Municipal Railway has announced that it 
- will operate busses on its number 3 (Sutter-Jackson) 
scr and number 31 (Balboa) street car lines on Sundays 
tT and Holidays and weekdays after 7 p.m. Busses have 
us” = been operating on the 21 (Hayes) car line evenings 
and Sundays for several weeks and additional busses 
have been recently recieved. The new busses have spelled 
the doom of ee | cars on Third and Kearny Streets which 
were withdrawn October 7th. 

Express bus service to the outer Sunset district has been 
set up to "aid the N street car line", Express street car 
service with local busses would speed more people in our opinion. 
It worked in the East Bay before the recent managements of the 
Key System turned that system into 
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